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the Roman demand, and resentment of their scepticism about the canons, but in the end it was decided to procure authentic copies of the Nicene canons from the bishops of Alexandria, Antioch, and Constantinople, and to regard the two Sardican canons as valid in the meantime. In their letter to Boniface they apprise him of the conclusions arrived at ' in charity, indeed, but not without laborious altercation.' If these canons had been found in their copies, they say, they ' would have been spared certain intolerable things they do not care to mention' ; but they ' trust they will not have to endure that pompousness any longer.' 1
When Atticus, bishop of Constantinople, and Cyril, bishop of Alexandria, sent authentic copies of the Nicene canons, and there was still no trace of the two quoted by Zosimus, the feeling of the African bishops must have been strongly aroused against Rome. Augustine is provokingly silent on the whole question and the issues it involved.
1 See this and the subseqxient letter to Coelestine in Labbe's Collectio Conciliorum, ad arm. 419 and 424. Father Hefele does not quite justly translate the letters in his History of the Councils (English translation). For instance, he makes them say Urbanus had ' complied with the pope's request' before the council. The bishops say that ' Urbanus had corrected what needed correction,1 but they do not gratify Boniface with the expression inserted by Hefele. going
